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FOREWORD 




Or Gautam Sengupta 

DIRFCTE.^ CfcNERAL 
A RtH A EG LO C.TC A I . Al.’KVfcy OF INDIA 


O K I HE OCCASION of Children's Day 201 1 r it gives me great pleasure to 
offer this book to the children of Delhi, and indeed the children visiting this 
World Heritage Site trotn the world over. 

We estimate that over 3,00,000 school children visit Hu may tins Tomb every year, 
who, we hope will enjoy this beautifully illustrated publication that brings alive 
the sue that represents several centuries of history. We believe rh is book not only 
gives a better understanding of this wonderful site, but will also inspire children to 
become associated with the preservation of our country's heritage as architects, artists, 
engineers, archaeologists, garden designers, and historians. 

Thrs year also marks 150 years of the Archaeological Survey of India, and what better 
way to celebrate this anniversary than by Jauchtng r his first in a series of planned 
children books. 

Hu may tins Tomb has been the site of a long-standing partnership between the 
Archaeological Survey of India and the Aga Khan Trust for Culture, which has 
resulted rn the restoration of the gardens and the monuments, I would like to record 
our appreciation to the Aga Khan Trust lor Culture for preparing this publication with 
support from the Ford Foundation. A special thanks to Ms, Anitha Balachandran tor 
the illustrations, and Dr. Narayani Gupta for conceptualizing and writing the text. 

To all children and their families - happy reading] 
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HE TOMB of Em peror Hu in iy it n 
was built more than 450 years ago. 

It is one of the most beautiful buildings 
in India, and is set in a large garden. 

At one time, it was near the Yamuna rivet 
Thousands of skilled craftsmen worked 
tirelessly to create magic out of stone 
brought from great distances. 
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LtEU CALfrTJ 

is 13 and her brtfther j/V-JTlll\ is II. 

They arc at Humayun's Tomb on Sunday morning. 

Lccla has come by bus. and Samir by the metro with 
his uncle, They live in Khirki Village, Samir is spending the 
weekend at his uncle's house in Ppjiargaoj, Today, these places arc 
inside Delhi city, but were once outside l iu may tin's city, winch he 
// named D inpan ah. Its palace was within the Purana Qila. 

/ -in.; 

In this hook, Lefcla and Samir will hear the story of how Humayuns 
Tomb was built. As they hear the story, they learn many other things too. 


7 



akuk 



Nt/AMiJDDlN'S 

DAftCAH 


E "- 1. A AND SAMIR also It arn how 

lataluddin Akbar, who became Badshab 
(Emperor) when he was only 13, bujh [be 
tomb lor hi-s beloved father, 1 hnnayun. 



1 his is also a story of Hazrnr 
NizamLidrJiri Basri a place to 
which thousands of people have 
been coming for nearly 700 
years to get [he hissings of the 
Sufi saint, Hazrat Nizamnddin 
Auliya, who once bved here. 


HjMaTijN 



Ir in a story of how the hot dry Delhi region 
was magically changed by channeling water 
and planting trees and (lowers. 



1 hey find out about individuals 
whose teachings, songs, poems, 
and sense ol beauty have inspired 
others fnr centuries; and of people 
who have changed ihr way places 
look, through their skills 
as engineers and craftsmen H 


! low 1 hard rock was delicately 

+ 

hand carved, and used to build 
structures that could 
last forever 




This is a story about our 
country, where people, ideas, 
a its, and skills ore in constant 
movement, and creating 
ever- new surprises, , „ 
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L AL QUA 


P*n>UN 

IAOTl^ 


RASHiRAPAU 

&HAVAH 


HijMA^jM'S 

i lOMfe 


QimMlKAR 


^EHiEMEKiS 

\N ihe r>nH[ area 

\N iHr IASI IHOuSaNd tears 


PjCttUQA&AD 

FQR1 


- \LVENlU CW" 
sHaHjaHaNABAD 



the chtEb 

OF DElH\ 


'ftFTtf ClTT 1 ' 

fERoiaBAD 

- TwlHctti' 

NEW DELHI 

m panah 
OR PjRANA QUA 


SECOND c\n J! 
sUtt 

'VOuRflUtlV 

MHANPANAH 

"first c\v" 
LAI KO I 

r\\m cttv 1 
TUCHIAQABAD 



It is hard to believe, but 1,00,000 years ago, most of Delhi 
was a forest. T he people who lived here used small stone 
implements (mitroliths) as tools and weapons. 

Much later, parts of the I orest were cleared, arid the land was 
levelled for agriculture, Hiwns were built; In Lhe last thousand 
years, some of the towns here had over 50,000 inhabitants. 
The anras of these towns are now within the large modern 
Delhi region, where over I4>O0G d OOO people now live. 

[his entire area si ill has sections of walls and buildings 
surviving from the I Irh century AD, The rulers lived in fort- 
palaces, and other people in houses nearby. Some towns had 
enclosing walls, outside which were orchards, fields gardens, 
and tanks to col leer rainwater. 

The triangle between the hilly Ridge and the Yamuna river 
was called Delhi. Each nine a ruler built a fort here, lc quickly 
grew into a small town, which was known by the name or a 
title of the mien Only Sir r and British New Delhi were not 
named alter the rulers (if they had becn h the first would have 
been Khiljtabad, and the second Georgetown!) 
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BAIUN'S 

LaL MAHAi 


G HTYAS-UD-DIN BA I. BAN built his pala cc on i he bank of the Yamuna during 
the reign of Suit, in IltLitmfsh, and the area came to be called Ghiyaspui. Lai 
Mahal, wliieh is built of red sandstone, is the oldest surviving Islamic palace building 
m India. Today, it is used as a private house, and is not open to the public. 

Later* Balban became Sultan of Delhi, and shifted to the forr Lalkot in IVlehraulh 

Many people from other parrs of India, and from West and Central Asia, came lo 
Delhi, One of them was a lady called bibi Zulekha. She came from the town of 
Bad ay cm. with her five-year old son Nizamuddin (born in AD 1233). 

Later, when Hazrat Nizamuddin was 20. he became a disciple of the famous Sufi saint 
1 lazrat bar icf ud-d in Ganj-i-Shakkar, also known as Baba Farid, who lived in Ajodhan 
(now called Pakpattan T in Pakistan), 





ch\lu 


A FTER Hazrat Ntzamuddin finished his studies, he returned to Delhi to live in 
XV. G hiyas pur, where he built a chilla (a quiet place for meditation) by the river. In 
the J4 rl ‘ century, the Yamuna was a wide, abundant, sparkling river, teeming with fish, 
providing water for drinking and bathing, and for irrigating fields and orchards. It was 
also like a crowded highway because many people travelled by boar ro and from Delhi. 


As Hazrat Nizamuddins fame and message of' love spread, people from alar came 
to seek, his blessings and listen to bis teachings. The Sufi saint urged them to treat 
everyone as equal, irrespective of religion and caste* and to recognise Gods great love. 
He taught his disciples that the best way to get: closer to God was through service to 
humanity. The Saint soon came to be known as Anliya 1 (friend of God) + 

His followers from all religions gathered, stayed, and ate together at the Saints kbattqaah 
(hospice). 


THE SlORy OF 

Wt MOLI 


! TaziiU Mizamuddin began to construct a book (step well) to ensure: year-long 
Jl A water supply for the villagers and pilgrims. In the same year, Sultan Ghiyasuddin 
Tughlaq ordered the construction of his capital, Tughlaqabad, The craftsmen would 
work on building the hadi at night. This angered the Sultan, and he ordered that no 
one should sell oil lor thiraghs (earthen lamps) that were needed for working at night. 

In response* Hazrat Nizainuddin is said to have asked his pupil Nasirtiddm to till 
the chimgbs with water that gushed out in a spring from the ground. By his special 
powert the wicks catight Ifame. The hadi was built, and Nasiruddin was given the title 
H Chiragh e Dilli* (the Light of Delhi), 

When HazraL Nizamuddin passed away in 1325* he was buried near the tWi, and the 
name of Ghiyaspur was changed to Nizamuddin. 



NizamjdbiN 
aNdaMiR KHuSRAU 

S' 

T. POET Amir Khusrau was Hazrat Nizamuddin's favour itc disciple. 

Hazrat Nizamuddin and Khusrau were sitting one morning on the banks of the 
Yamuna, looking at the people barbing and worshipping the sun. 1 lazrat Nizanuiddin 
said to khusrau: 


Hitr qaum rcmst raal}-£ r dan-? wci qihta 
All people have their paths and focus ot worship. 

Like Hazrat Nizamuddin, Khusrau : born in 1253) had lost lus father when he was 
a child, and was raised at the Sultans court. He knew many languages, and wrote in 
Persian and HindawL He is said to have designed the si tar and the rabbi. He also created 
the tradition oi qdwwati — songs oi devotion sung in honour or f lazrai Nizaimiddin. 



Wi+b fbe movement of the wind the flare s' t^p ? 
And dies a$ r oon fbtf drinks wafer, 

Even though fbc 1$ a pretty V/oman 2 
SheV wt a froma n, fb^gb fbe^ feminine. 




#' 


Pawan chalar wth debt' badh&vay 
Jal pavdt web jfn? ganvavay 
Hm vwi piyan sundtif iinar, 
Naar nahin par hm tvei thur. 



Khusrau is said to have grieved so deeply at the death of Hazrnt Nizamuddin, that he 
died soon after, and was buried near the diirgak (shrine) of his beloved Satnt. 

Hazrac Nizamuddin and Amir Khusraus parsing left an emptiness, but the spirit of 
the Saint was still very real ro people. Century after century, hundreds of followers 
continued to come throughout che year to the dargab in Nizamuddm Basti. His 
descendants and followers have kepL up the tradition of hospitality, and the songs of 
the qawwal still ring out on Thursday evenings. 
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Rl/shak 

nailah 


I N ADDITION to those who visited Ha /.rat Nizamuddins dargah, many scholars. 

writers, traders and craftspeople from other regions of India and Asm also kept 
coining to Delhi. 

The bazaars hi the city were always crowded. At the time, much of Delhi was fields, 
gardens, and orchards — all irrigated by canals. The Kush a k Nallah (a waterway 
extending from what is today called Sakcf, to Nizarnuddim and then the Yamuna ' 
brought water and greenery, 

As the number of people in the city increased, more places were needed tor prayer, 
Khan-e-Jahan Tilaiigam, the minister of Sultan Ferozeshah liighlaq* built seven 
mosques in Del hr. One of these was in the Nizamuddin area, where Tilangani's tomb 
stands. 

I ' h e. Tughlaq rulers were followed by the Say y ids, and then by the hod is* The last Lodi 
king, Ibrahim, was defeated by the king of Kabul, Zahir-ud-din Babur, at Panipat in 
1526. 
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BABUR 

IN \\\s Carden 


Z AHTR-UD-DIN Babur had become the ruling 
r chi ft of barghana (today in Uzbekistan) at the 
age of L2, when his father, Omar Sheikh Miry. a, died, 
When he was 21. he conquered Kabul. Later, after 
his victory in Pa uip.it, he travelled to Delhi to offer 
homage at rhe Dargah of Hay rat Nizamueldm, 

While Babur was busy establishing his kingdom, 
he missed the gardens of Kabul and Samarqand. So 
he decided to lay out gardens in Agra, Gwalior, and 
Dholpur, 

When he died in 1530. the emperors body was taken 
to Kabul |.o he buried in a lovely terraced garden 
along the hanks of the Kabul river, in a white marble 
grave enclosure, open to the sky, fliis is known as the 
Bi)gk~c~BiibuT (Garden of Babur). 


? 








fob 

Rfad\Nc tHr 

M'JKUAHK 


R™ wrote m hss diary chat ou Tuesday April 23, 1526: 

L ^I citcuma mbulated N \% omuddtn Auliyo^ tomb ? 

ond comped beside f^e Jomuna directly opposite Del6j« 
That evening I toured tke Delhi fortress: C Fefuze^hah Kofla], 
Where 1 Fpentflie ni ght. The next morning, Wednesday, I 

circumambulated Khl^aja QutbuddjnY tomb Tat jMieJircjuli J 

and toured Sultan Ghpyafuddin fJalbanVand Sultan Arouddin 
KhaljiV tumbr, building and mrnaret Ethe Gufb Minor], the 
^auZ Shon-ifi, the Hoi/Z Khof, and Sultan SahlofV and Sultan 
SSkanderV tambr and garden $>* 
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UBuH 

aHd hi S sou 


B ABUR was a strong and active man, and people could not believe it when they 
heard that he had died at the age oi 47. Later they heard what had happened 
- his son Humayun id! ill, and she doctors could find no way to save his life. Ac this 
pome someone cold the Emperor that in India people believed that if you offer your 
most precious possession to God- you can pray to Him to accept it and spare the life 
of someone you love. When Babur agreed., people thought he would offer the Koh-i- 
Noor diamond. Babur smiled* "I can't offer God a stone D he said. He prayed 10 God 
to accept his own life in exchange for that of Hu may un. 

He walked round his son's bed, and Htunayun recovered slowly. Babur became weak 
and it I, 1 le died on 26 December 1530. 
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1HE FORK of 

dinpaNau 


B ADSHAl l HUM AY UN decided to build a new city 
that be named Dinpanah (Refuge of the faith). Its 
pa lace -fort was on the Yamuna, near Hazrar Nizamuddins 
da r gab, and is now called Pur ail a Qila. 

1 lumayun shared his father's love of gardens and flowers. 
He also had a passion for astronomy, and lor reading. He 
collected handwritten and hand -painted hooks. 
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A hAUAK 

ON £OATS 




O NE at Hu may till s inventions wa s the fiaW barge (boat). The boat 
maker* constructed several large barges. On both sides of each boat, shops were 
built, and m die centre, a large markeL with a central hall was arranged* Royal orders 
were issued to people of all professions and arts that they should open their shops 
on these barges. Abul Eazl, a historian at the court of Emperor Akbat; wrote that a 
market was flourishing on the river. 



The hfffory fexfboak^ only te!f oba^t 
king* fighting battlef. We never thought they 
had time to leak at/iawerf or ftarfl 


Hirmayun had never imagined that his life was going to be a struggle. He had to fight 
many battles. His kingdom stretched from Afghanistan to Bihar Then Humayun decided 
to conquer Bengal as well On his route was Bihar, governed by a clever person called Slier 
Khan. He let the emperor reach Bengal, and then blocked the toad so ihai he could not 
return. From that time nn, Slier Khan captured more and more oi the emperor’s kingdom. 
After losing a battle at K ana Lip Humayun led India, and Sher Khan bee 3 me king at Delhi, 
He called himself Sher Shah. 

After Sher Shah moved to Delhi, Humayun became homeless. With a small group of 
faithful supporters, he travelled through Sind, and reached Persia (Iran). He did not know 
then that f 3 years would pass before he saw Delhi again. 
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%MATuN 
the waNderer 



I n Persia. Humayun was not alone. His wife and dose friends were with In ini, 
and the tiny of Persia, Shall Tahmasp. treated him as an honoured guest. 1 le 
staved in comfortable rents, sei in .spacious gardens with flowing water. Seeing the 
beautiful gardens, fie understood why his father had enjoyed planning gardens. Hr 
also admired the miniature paintings by Persian artists, and eventually persuaded 
many of them to accompany him back to I >elhi — amongst these artists were Sflyyid 
All and Abdus 5a mad. I his led to Indian artists painting miniatures in the form that 
is called. Mughal art. 


A N°tE OH iHr WORD ' MucHjU' 

Sometimes words are used incorrect Ty, Babur never called himself it Mughal, lit- 
re ferred to himself as Timund - a descendant of Timur, the Central Asian emperor 
of [4th century AD. The Portuguese merchants in India called Babur and hts 
descendants, as well as the things connected with them - food, art, and architecture - 
Mughal, winch is a variation of the word Mongol/ 
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KANG 

FOR A DA Y 


T , . 

iN 1539 Humaytm was defeated in n battle ar Chausa. in Bihar. 




As his army retreated, the Emperors horse slipped and I ell into [he Ganga. The horse 
drowned, and Humayuii was tossed around in rhe surging waters, Nizam, a bhishti* 
(water carrier) was standing on the bank. He saw what had happened. 1 ie quickly 
inflated his bulfalo-skin water bag and swain into die river. Humaytm clutched the 
bag and the bhishti helped hiiri to reach the shore. 

1 Jumayun was very moved, and sard to Nizam “You saved my life. I promise you that 
when 1 go back to Agra, I shall give you my throne for one day," 

The water carrier bowed and said humbly. "Please, I do not wane any reward. That 
you should be sale is all I wanted/' Bui Humayun was firm. "You have shown such 
love tor your Emperor. You deserve not only my throne Jot a day, but my eternal 
gratitude/' 

J Ie kept his promise, Nizam was taken to Agra, and did sit on Fhc throne of the 
Emperor for one day and enjoyed all the powers of the ruler. 


* To give water to people is seen as a noble act, and a water-carrier is called 'bhislitf 
- someone who deserves co go co Heaven/ bihtshc. 
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IHr death or 

HUMAYt/N 




T hirteen years aller he was exiled, Hqmaytm did recapture Delhi, 
and was able lo complete building the palace-fort of Dinpanih, But 
> ad]y. be lived there only a year. On 17 January, 1556, lie died after a fall 
on the very sleep steps of his library. T le was then years old. 









Wo TO 



HA JI BEGUM? 





W_tn £> b Vi if t£i £ f&m b 
for HumOyi/n? 


I kave r eaA that (t Waf 
Wife f but Which one? AkbaA nna+her 
Wo$ flamido Jjffno, and htS stepmother 
v Was $eqa Return. 


Tjfne irijcrrpticn Says 

i t Wn $ b ui !t by ft aj r Beg um r 'fl Oj i * means 
someone who Went &n the ft a] i pr]jJ'.ir*iage 
to Mecca. It cou\A have been either 
\ of the tv# qveenf- 


AnyWay, the money r*ivrf 
have been gis/en by Emperor Akbar. 
nag me, leeta. Akbar become bod f hah 
IVib et\ he |a>o s you r age — 25 J 
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AKMR 

AND tHt AKcHliEct 


T Hh' 13-YEAR OLD AKRAR became badshah m 1556, Once lie had made his 
empire secure, he turned his attention tci commemorating his father. At his 
request, his aunL Cm Ibadan Begum wrote Humaym-nama, [he story off luinaytms life, 

i le also wanted to build a grand tomb for J lumayun. 

Tliete were three things to be decided: 

Where should the tomb be built? 

W ho should be the architect? 

And what should it look like? 

1 he first was not difficult — the tomb would be an a sacred area, near Hazrat 
Nf^amuddin's dargah, This was also near Dinpanah. 

The architect chosen was Mirza Muhammad Ghiyas from the Persian city of Herat, 

The design was thus influenced by Persian architecture, and was grander than 
iiny thing built before in Delhi, or any Muslim tomb in other conn tries. 


E mperor akbar wanted d ic tomb to be set in a walled garden with [lowing 

water and trees bearing flowers and fruit. Such a garden would represent Paradise 
a? described in the Holy Quran* In Tarsi,, the word for a garden enclosed within a wall 
is firdaus or patri ddeza. 1 his word became 'paradise' in English. 

Ghiyas design lor ihe tomb building had Persian architectural de sails, built wirh 
Indian materials — red sandstone and white marble was used in great quantities. 



Afexttim*, We Wilt Came 
in the early morn?n*j and go 
fa the eastern fide. 


I d on J t think any fide if 'the bapk J 
— pH fen^r fide/ are equally nice. 
And the red and white centra ft me kef 
it \oak beaertite! in the f^nl ight” 
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You Frfeflq the tack 


“^ps'Iamh 

J 

r 

/ / Mosques rind 

m/l f 1 

k / ton ibs are designed 


j in a manner chat allows 
visitors Lo lace Mecca, 

J 

j m the west. In HuTTiayuns 
J l ombp the four sides of the 
building face west, north, east, 

, and south. The eastern side is 


brightly lit by the morning sun. 
and the western side glows pink 
in the evening light. 
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coNSlRucUNc 

«ToMB 


S T-ONLi had hern used for buildings in India a thousand years before Humayuns 
lonib was designed. Il was used in different ways - as solid blocks to make walls, 
or cut chin as 3 covering lor buildings made of brick or rubble. 

] liferent kinds of scone give walls different textures and colours. Sandstone - pink, 
dull redi or yellow - was used in North India, and is stall being used. Ghiyas chose 
red sandstone and white marble to cover the walls, which were made of the strong , 
grey De 1 1 1 i < ju a rtzite . These w r e re quite d i ffe re ait from mo de r i i wa I [ s . 1 he y we re i 5 
feet thick] 


Blue, green, white, and yellow tiles - the kind made ill Central Asia - covered the 
chhatrrs (umbrella- shaped cupolas) on the roof and the walls of the tomb chamber. 

The dome was covered in white marble, which was brought by bullock cart 
from Rajasthan, 400 miles away 

The tomb was completed in seven years (1565-72), and cost Rs. IS lakh. Today it 
would cost over Rs. 1,500 crores to build! 



b of they kad t^e river nearby. 
Tie jtene bleckh fe&m Agra could 
be brought by boot: 


fioW did they get 


the Tone he re r J They did 
not have frocks 
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H UMA’V UN S fOMB is (40 teet high -equal lu 3 14- floor building! 

And the gold fmial above the dome is 18 feet high - as tall as a two- 
storied house] 

Fine building Joe* not appear monumental' because it is brought to human 
scale by the clever use of big and small arches. The corners ol the building were 
gently rounded 01 chamfered, so Lhat the the square became an octagon * 
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THE AMA7\Nc 


V) 


f'fNlAL 



cROSS-SECt\ON °f HiMaVuN'S fOMB 
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the creat 

DQUBir 

DOME 



T he dome lifts the building to twice its height. The neck of the dome, dad 
in beautiful patterns with two shades of sandstone* is hidden behind the roof 
pavilions and canopies. 

When you look at the tomb from the garden, the dome seems very big. Bur if you look 
up at it from inside the tomb- chamber, it is smaller. Why? 

i !us is because there are 1 WO domes, one inside the ocher- like a small bowl inside a 
bigger one, I be outer dome makes the building look grand. I he smaller dome makes 
it possible to hear sounds clearly. In the old days* prayers used to be recited in the 
chamber. 1 he sound of she words would have got tost and been indistinct if they were 
carried all the way up to the outer dome. 


M 


cirjTCpb 

decoration 

IN IHE DEUU 


T t I IL architect Gliiyas used the red-and-wh ire contrast of sandstone and 
marble very effectively, 1 he budding was decorated by clever use of lime piaster- 
work and ceramic tiles. Images of living forms are forbidden in Islam, so the 
decorative motifs are geometric and plant patterns. 

In Islamic buildings in mam countries we see decorative six-sided stars. In 
1 hmiayun's Tomb the stars on the main arches have a raised marble lotus in the 
centre. 
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star 


KANCjRa 

i ORNAMENT A! BAND) 



AN aR^T\Ed dooFW Ay 


i — 





i he cruiNc 


Tlit entrance to the mitral chamber has a ceiling of 
coloured plaster designed like dir leaves of a palm-tree. 


'CiiLDASrA 1 
(RuN'cH Or Y LOWERS) 


5.1 




IHe 

cenotaph 


'S' 


H UMAYUN'S GRAVE is m the lower floor o f the tomb r as the 
body always has to be buried below the ground. What visitors see 
in the chamber is the marble cenotaph positioned directly above the grave. 

The main tomb chamber is lit softly by the light coming through the carved 
jaalis (latticed screens), which make patterns on the floor, The jaalis also allow 
the breeze to enter, keeping the chamber cool in the summer. 



3f we imagine tile tomb- chamber as a cave, and the joali as a spider's web, it reminds 
us of an incident described in die Holy Quran: 

Prophet Muhammed and his companion Ahu Baler were travelling from Mecca to 
Medina^ when they were attacked. They quickly look refuge in a rave, and while they 
were inside, a spider spun a silvery \wh across the eaves entrance. 

Their enemies reached the cave. Seeing the spider's w eh, they thought that no one had 
entered the cave and rode away f leaving the Prophet and A bn Bakr unharmed. 
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Hof to read 

CHRONOGRAMS 


M 




OS r tomlxs have inscriptions from she Quran 
but Jo nor rcil us who they were built for. 



Some cenotaphs have shun inscriptions — to givt 1 rise J^lc 
of i he persons death. Such an inscription is called a chronogram. 




I cannot understand hoW. 


In 4 languages - Latin, Hebrew, Arabic and Persian - 
each letter lias a numeric;]] value. 

1 he 28 letters of the Arabic alphabet, and their values 


a/a i 

1 

y/J 10 

<# 

q 

b 2 


k 

20 

4! 

r 

sh 

j 3 

C 

l 

30 

J 

t 

th 

kh 

t! 4 

j 

m 

40 

f 

h 5 

a 

n 

50 

0 

w/u 6 

J 

s 

60 


dh 

D 

7 

z 7 

J 

i 

70 

t 

H 8 

£ 

f 

80 

i 

T 9i 

S 

90 

(J - 3 

L 


100 J 

200 j 

300 J- 
400 o 
500 db 
600 i 
700 j 


800 

900 


Jk 

i 


- j 


You can add up the numerical values ot all the letters in any sentence. 

A clever writer can make i he numbers add up to a number which is a date. 
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1' dmnayun's cenotaph does nol have any inscription. 


A poet tailed K.ahi made up a sentence in Persian 
which gave the date of Humayuns death. 



Himuiayumi paadshanh az baam ufuind 
Humayim badshah fell From the roof 


Now let us add up the values of die letters in this sentence. 


H=5 

p^=2 

a=I 

b=2 

a-1 

m=40 

a- 1 

Z=7 

a-1 

f=80 

a=I 

d-4 


m=40 

t=400 

y-10 

sh=300 



a=l 

u—6 

a=l 



d=4 

n=50 

h=5 




J 12 



313 

8 

43 

486 


Total =962 

I he date 962 A I I (tfttflo Higirat f referring to the Islamic calendar: 
“ 1554/5 CE (Common FTa). 

Th i & is the year of Hu may u n s death. 



^7 



T r HE TOMB is set in a large garden enclosed by 18-ieec high walls. The garden 
design was inspired by the Persian chahar high, also known as ihar bagb in Urdu or 
four-fold garden in English. The water channels represent the four rivers of Paradise, 
as described in the Holy Quran. 

Lake the comb, the square garden is large and vet does not appear big. Tins is because 
it is divided into 32 small squares, with the tomb covering the space of four squares. 

The squares are separated by paths. The four main geographical axes are the broadest. 
Running along their length, down the centre of these paths are channels of water. 
Even in the hottest months of the year, the garden is cool because of the channels and 
fountains. 

I here are platforms at the intersections where the channels cross. Tents were pitched 
here lot visitors. 1 he water flowing all around made for natural air-conditioning. 






wnx cate 

We enter nei-e 



C ATE 


Tlie nver ufeJ fo flow heirel 
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IHe 

Carpet Garden 


.* 



r N T Persia and Kashmir carpets are woven 
wirh garden designs r representing a char high. 

I'he carpet weavers carefully copied [lie llowers that 
were planted tn the gardens, and when such a carpel was 
spread inside a tent, the garden would seem to co.nl in Lie inside. 







[ listen a ns have mentioned that 
orange, lime, pomegranate 
hibiscus, neeni, and mango trees 



wW fJf> Vff t‘4 f' ? * 



B, 
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ft 

Pf If 1 

W UHNi W"-'? 



- 1 ' 


- HO 

^ ! : _ m 




tJTWL ^i 

ML i t 






- 
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J* 


THE 


SouTH Caie 





T HE SOUTH GATEWAY, which was used by 
members of fisc royal family* is wider and higher 
than the west gateway* 

On the east, instead of a gateway, there ts a pavilion 
where the breeze from the Yamuna could he enjoyed. 
To the north is a pavilion through which water was 
lifted from a well just outside and brought into die 
garden. 

The garden wall was kept low 1 so that visitors 
standing on the platform of the tomb could see 
the river. Today, we cannot see the river because its 
course has changed, and it Hows further east. 
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A VISITOR'S 

ACCOUNT 

OOJtPp 


AkBAR did not live permanently m any one city, f ie stayed lor many months in 
Ajl Lahore and Agra, and spent a lot of time travelling through his empire. He 
often visited Delhi to pay homage ar his father's tomb and air the Dargah of Hazrai 
INS a z a m ud dm Auliya. 

Lr was recorded by a historian chat: In 1578. Akhar set nut from Sultanpur Khizrabad, 
The camp and soldiers went by land, he by river. After a journey til live days, he 
reached Delhi. I Ie visited I In may i ms Tomb and then got back on the boat . 


Thirty years later. William Finch* an English visitor, described the tombs central 
chamber: ' A large room spread with rich carpets, ihe tomb itself covered with a pure 
white sheet, a rich shamutna overhead, and in front books on small trestles, beside 
which stand his sword, turban and shoes." 
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acRa row 


rAUHp’jR 

UKRl 


HuMATijK'S 

lOMfc 


\MpERUl 

BurUrNcs 




I ujed to think the 
Taj /^aJial war ma ft perfect 
Wilding, NoU J think duonayonV 
Tomb if also perfect! 


We fhat/Fd give 
a beautif-Lrl name 
to the garden of 
jH t/m ay i/ n f To m fc. 


Mor Bagh 
[Peacock 
Carden)? 


f Chahcha-3oghicha 
\ [Carpet Corden)? 


/iehehef 




H UMAYUK'S TOMB was only one of 
the many buildings constructed during 
Akbars reign. The huge fort in Agra, and 
Eatehpur (City of Victory) at Sikn. next 
to [be shrine of another Sufi saint, Salim 
Cbishn, whom Akbar revered, were two other 
big projects. 


Mumtaz Mahal, rhe wife of Emperor Shah 
jahan. Akbars grandson, died tragically 
young, when her children were still small. 
The emperors architect designed a tomb for 
her — the laj Mahal. You 
was partly modelled on 


Babur's love for gardens was shared by Jus 
descendants. In Srinagar, Akbar laid out 
Naseem. Bagh {tiasenn means pleasant breezes); 
his son Jahangir created the Shall mar (Place ul 
joy): while Shah fall an built the Nishaat Bagh 
(nishaat means energy, pleasure, cheerfulness). 


J 

c 
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DESCRIED 

J)ElH\ 




r THE LONG PERIOD when Agra was the chief city of the emperors, the older 
tities of Delhi — Lalkot. Sin. Tugblaqabad h and Ferozeshah Kotla — became 
deserted. Farmers used the empty spares to plant crops, and the buildings as -shelters 
for the it cattle. 

After 1648, Shah Jahan built a city north oJ Humayuns Dinpanah, It was called 
Shahjabanabad. J he area south of this ctLy came to he known as (| tingle Baahar* (the 
jungle outside the wallj and Khandraat Kalaan' ft he gtear ruins). 

However, two areas were never deserted - Mehrauli (near the dargah of Qunbudd in 
Bakhtiyar Kaki), and Ha/rat Nizamuddm Basti. With continuous cane. Humayuns 
Fomb did not become a great ruin.' The emperors made regular visits, and stayed in 
tent- pavilions in the garden. They made donations, the poor were given meals there, 
and it was used as a madras (school). 

It is regarded as fortunate to be buried near a dargah. and there are graves of over 160 
members of the imperial family inside Humayuns Tomb. 




WANDERING 

fHRo-jcH 


NUAMuiDlN 






raMim 


S amir .1 nd Leela wander through rhf area 
outside J Jmnay tins lomb. They discover 
that, apart from Amir Kluisrau, the graves 
of three other [amous poets of Delhi are in 
Nizamuddim 


RAl 1.1 M (Abdur Rahim Khan-e-klianan'' was 
Akbars comma uderdn-d rich He was a great 
scholar, and wrote poetry in many languages. 
Hjs tomb was almost as large as that of 
l hrmayun, Unfortunately. the sandstone and 
marble stabs that covered it were removed 
130 years later to be used at the tomb of 
Safdarjung (Governor of Awadh) in Delhi. 



jaHaNaRa 


cHaiir 


PRINCESS TAHANARA. Shall jahan's daughter, 
is also remembered as a poetess. Her poem, 
inscribed on her grave, reads: 

Kighair sabza naposhaJ kasi inazaar -r" mama, 

Ke qabr posk-e gbaribaan bamm giyaab his asf. 


ASADULI.AH KHAN 'GHALIB; the very 
popular 1.9th century AD poet, was also buried 
near the Saints dar^ah. 


Let nothing cover my grave save cite green grass* 
l'or grass is enough as a covering for the grave of 
t Ei e humble* 


71 



. ' 





1 

oM 

r - \ 






if 


-\ 

V 


— > 

"*i /— ~ 


i A', " 1 

/ * 


J T ' 

1 W.” ihl 





TiHr ENe> 

or BACK’S DyNAS^ 



I rga A s&meWhere that BaAfhah 
3d hector ihah TI captured jn flumayLroV Temb 
by the Bfatirh f*Jdaer£. fioW did thof happen? 


r 'i -SEP! EMBLiR 1857, Bahadur Shah II Left the Red Fore and reached Humayuns 
lomb by boat. Just as, over N)0 year 5 earlier, Humayun had fled from Shet Kit an, 
Bahadur Shah too was fleeing from an enemy — the British soldiers, 

Bahadur Shah was a very old man, and could nun flee far as Humayun had done. The 
soldiers reached the tomb, and captured him. He was exiled ro a prison in Yangon, m 
Burma, with his wife and son. Three years later, he died there, sad and lonely. This 
marked the end o! Babur s dynasty. 

At about this time, ihe Government of India cook charge of historic buildings, 
including Humayun s lomb. 1 hesc buildings were now called ‘monuments/ and were 
'protected by the Archaeological Survey of India. Nobody could live in them, but 
everyone could enter and walk through them. By a later rule, [he monuments were 
open to visitors only from sun rise to sunset. 
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remembering 


times PAST 


I N THE 150 YEARS after the Archaeological Survey took over the tare of many 
buildings in Delhi, rhe city has expanded, and extends many miles in ail directions 
around i Jumayuris Tomb. 

Ruskin Bond, who writes books for children, described living in Delhi as a boy of 
ten, in the winter of 1944: "T lived [with my father] in a large tent, , .near Humayuns 
Tomb, The area rs now a very busy part of urban Delhi but in those days it was still a 
wilderness of scrub jungle, where black buck and nilgai roamed freelv. JP 

Others have many memories of Hurnayuns Tomb as well- In 1947 r after the partition 
of India, the tomb s garden w r as used as a camp for hundreds of people coming to 
Delhi I tom Pakistan. 
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A, 


d what will Samir and Lee la remember when they are grown up? 


How they saw stonecutters, craftsmen, and gardeners carefully 
restoring the original beauty of Humayuns Tomb and. Garden, so that 
many years later, people might marvel at it* 

And so we reach the end of our story — the story ol the Dargah and t he 
Tomb — two islands of peace in a large city. 


Now it is time for you, who have joined Leela and Samir in exploring 
Humavuus Tomb, to write your stories about our interesting city,, , 




C->6TiX!> 

more ro explore 




IS A WAN'S tomb 


AFSARWALA 



CEILING Of SUN DA R BDRJ 



CMAUSAT WAwGA 





wanewanan'stohb 


78 






NILA 61/M0AD 



ajgah wan's to m 



LAKKAftWALA 



J3ARA 0ATA50£WALA 



jANiAAT K0A/VA hOSQUE 


GhA US’S TOM 0 



7*J 
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Humayun's TOMB 

Outstanding UnoemaL VO ,j e 


E M PE ROR H Li ma y u n s ga rde n-tt >]ii i > w as bt » i ] t by Indian and Persian era f r am e n 
on a scale far grander than any tombs. The monumental scale achieved here 
was to become the defining feature of Mughal architecture. 

Adjoining I him ay tins Tomb are several earlier Mughal- era garden- tombs - Nila 
Gum bad, Isa Khans enclosure, bn Halimas tomb. Ratashewala Complex, the 
Sunder wal a complex, among others. In the larger Ni J zamtiddin area, there are 
over 100 monuments, dating from the ITth century onwards, making it one of 
the densest ensembles of medieval Islamic buildings in the world. 1 be area also 
represents over seven centuries of living heritage and associated music, food, rituals 
and performance culture. 

The Archaeological Survey of India and the Aga Khan Trust for Culture are presently 
engaged in an urban renewal project which aims not only to conserve many of 
these monuments, but also to improve rhe quality of life for local communities by 
linking the conservation effort with cultural revival programmes, and providing 
eduction, vocational training, health-care and sanitation infrastructure. The Ford 
Foundation is co-funding a cultural revival programme and the Sir Dorabji lata 
Trust is co- funding the conservation of l lumayuns Tomb, 

For project details visit www.nixamuddinrencwal.org or follow the project on 
ww \ v . face bo ok .corn /N i za n i ud d i n Rene wa I 
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Who built £mp erot HumoyuriV Tom b? 

What if a dooble dome? 
Hotv tall if the domeV golden filial? 
Why if the golden called a Char Bagh? 

/’tai*' waf the garden ufed? 


Why here? 


Answers to these and many 
ol her quest ions are m this book! 
Let s F vplore Htimayuns Tomb. 
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